Effects of body weight on tolerability of rivastigmine transdermal patch: a post-hoc analysis of a double-blind trial in patients with Alzheimer disease.
The rationale for the development of the rivastigmine transdermal patch was to improve upon an efficacious therapy by mitigating certain adverse events, such as nausea and vomiting. This may be particularly important in Alzheimer disease patients with low body weights, who may be more susceptible to these adverse events. This analysis compared the effect of body weight on tolerability in Alzheimer disease patients receiving rivastigmine capsules or rivastigmine patch. Using data from a 24-week trial, adverse events and discontinuations were evaluated in patients stratified on the basis of extreme low weight (<50 kg), medium weight (50 to 80 kg), and high weight (>80 kg) at baseline. Rivastigmine patch was generally well tolerated, regardless of patient body weight. Among patients receiving rivastigmine patch, lower body weight, as stratified, was not associated with a higher adverse event rate; however, there was an association between a higher adverse event rate and low body weight among patients receiving rivastigmine capsules. Discontinuations because of adverse events were not directly related to weight. A lower incidence of adverse events was apparent with transdermal delivery of rivastigmine compared with oral administration.